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MINORITY AIDS INITIATIVE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. WATERS) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

Ms. WATERS. Madam Speaker, the 
first annual National Black HIV/AIDS 
Awareness Day was organized on Feb-
ruary 23, 2001, with the message: Get 
educated, get involved, get tested. The 
National Black HIV/AIDS Awareness 
Day dates back to 1999 when the Cen-
ters for Disease Control and Preven-
tion’s Division of HIV/AIDS Prevention 
funded five national nonprofit organi-
zations known then as the Community 
Capacity-Building Coalition, which are 
Concerned Black Men, Incorporated, of 
Philadelphia; Health Watch Informa-
tion and Promotion Services, Jackson 
State University; Mississippi Urban 
Research Center; National Black Alco-
holism and Addictions Council; and Na-
tional Black Leadership Commission 
on AIDS. 

On February 23, 2001, the CCBC orga-
nized the first annual National Black 
HIV/AIDS Awareness Day. The date 
was changed to February 7, the fol-
lowing year, that was in 2002, and now 
it is recognized on February 7 of each 
year. 

Madam Speaker and Members, many 
members of the Congressional Black 
Caucus and many Members of Congress 
have joined in the struggle and the 
fight to find a cure to prevent HIV and 
AIDS. I need to congratulate all of 
these Members right in the CBC. I need 
to congratulate BARBARA LEE, and ED 
TOWNS, and DONNA CHRISTENSEN, and 
Mr. CUMMINGS, and ELEANOR HOLMES 
NORTON, and DIANE WATSON, and so 
many more for the years of work that 
they have put in on dealing with HIV 
and AIDS, and HIV and AIDS in the 
minority community. 

That is why back in 1998 I worked to 
establish the Minority Aids Initiative 
with the support of the Congressional 
Black Caucus and the Clinton adminis-
tration. The Minority Aids Initiative 
provides grants for HIV/AIDS treat-
ment and prevention programs that 
serve minority communities and en-
ables health care providers and com-
munity-based organizations to expand 
their capacity to serve these commu-
nities. 

The initiative received an initial ap-
propriation of $166 million in fiscal 
year 1999, and was funded at slightly 
less than $400 million in the most re-
cent spending cycle. 

However, the AIDS virus has contin-
ued to spread in the minority commu-
nities, and more needs to be done. This 
year I am calling for at least $610 mil-
lion in funding to expand the Minority 
Aids Initiative, and redouble our ef-
forts to address the HIV/AIDS epidemic 
which has been especially devastating 
to African Americans and other com-
munities of color. 

But it is important to remember that 
HIV/AIDS affects us all. Over 1 million 

Americans are living with HIV/AIDS, 
and 24 to 27 percent of them do not 
know they are infected. That is why on 
Monday I introduced H.R. 822, the Rou-
tine HIV/AIDS Screening Coverage Act, 
a bill to require health insurance plans 
to cover routine HIV/AIDS tests under 
the same terms and conditions as other 
routine health screening. 

Routine HIV/AIDS screening will 
allow thousands of African Americans 
and other infected individuals to find 
out about their infection, begin life-ex-
tending treatment and avoid spreading 
the virus to others. I also very soon 
will reintroduce the Stop AIDS in Pris-
on Act, a bill to require routine HIV/ 
AIDS screening of all Federal prison 
inmates upon entry, and prior to re-
lease from prison. The bill would also 
require HIV awareness education for 
all inmates and comprehensive treat-
ment for those inmates who test posi-
tive. 

Madam Speaker and Members, we 
here today come on the floor of Con-
gress, all of us, to speak about this be-
cause it is a pandemic. It is a pandemic 
in the world that must be dealt with. 
We must lead the way here in the 
United States of America. 

And for those of us whose commu-
nities are being overtaken by HIV and 
AIDS, we must stand up and be count-
ed. We must ask for the money. We 
must demand the resources. We must 
take our heads out of the sand. We 
must call on all of the members of our 
community to accept personal respon-
sibility. We must get our churches in-
volved, all of our social clubs and orga-
nizations. Today we make a special ap-
peal to them. 

f 

ON THE PASSING OF LEO T. 
MCCARTHY 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. PELOSI) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

Ms. PELOSI. Mr. Speaker, this week 
the State of California and indeed the 
Nation has lost a great leader. Leo 
McCarthy was a statesman, he was a 
great champion for justice, and he was 
a dear friend and purposeful mentor to 
me. As speaker of the California State 
House and Lieutenant Governor, Leo 
McCarthy promoted a values-based 
agenda to educate our children, grow 
our economy and protect our environ-
ment. 

After he left office as the head of the 
Leo T. McCarthy Center for Public 
Service and the Common Good at the 
University of San Francisco, Mr. 
MCCARTHY taught children and stu-
dents about promoting justice accord-
ing to the highest ethical standard. He 
was brilliant, he was principled and 
committed to the future. 

I am proud to have called Leo a 
friend for more than 30 years. He en-
couraged me not only to support can-

didates and be involved in the political 
process, but he was the main force in 
encouraging me to run for office in the 
first place in my own right. 

Again, he was my friend and mentor, 
but he was that to so many people in 
California. Many who serve in this Con-
gress today were mentored by Leo 
McCarthy, going back many years. 

As recently as Saturday night when I 
spoke to Leo, he was optimistic about 
the future. He said, ‘‘My morale is 
high. I am surrounded by my children 
and my grandchildren,’’ and of course 
his wife, whom he adored, Jackie. 
‘‘They are with me, and I am not get-
ting better as quickly as I would like, 
but I am happy.’’ 

My husband, Paul, and I and indeed 
our entire family, extend our deepest 
sympathy and condolences to many 
who loved Leo, especially his wife, 
Jackie, who he adored, and his chil-
dren, Sharon, Conna, Adam and Niall. 

I also want to recognize our former 
mayor of San Francisco, Art Agnos, 
who was a dear friend of Leo and a 
great comfort to him in his last 
months. I know Congresswoman ESHOO 
and I were regular visitors to Leo 
McCarthy’s bed side, and he followed 
the proceedings of Congress with great 
interest right up until the last day. 

I hope it is a comfort to his family, 
as I said, whom he adored, that so 
many people are praying for them at 
this sad time and that are mourning 
his loss. 

I just wanted to make our colleagues 
aware of the loss of Leo McCarthy, a 
great person, a great friend, a great 
American. He served our country in the 
military, he served our country in the 
legislature. He served our country by 
teaching our young people. He will be 
sorely missed. 

f 

b 1600 

IRAQ STUDY GROUP 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Ms. 
SOLIS). Under a previous order of the 
House, the gentleman from Virginia 
(Mr. WOLF) is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. WOLF. Madam Speaker, before I 
begin, I would also like to second what 
the Speaker said with regard to Leo 
McCarthy. He was also a member of the 
National Commission on Gambling, 
which I was the author of. And he came 
by my office a number times. And I was 
actually going to put his bio in the 
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD. So I thank the 
Speaker for that comment, and second 
it. 

Madam Speaker, I was the author of 
the amendment to set up the Iraq 
Study Group. I felt that more should be 
done to look at what we were doing in 
Iraq, and so we put together a group 
and picked 10 people. It was chaired by 
former Secretary of State Jim Baker 
and former Congressman Lee Ham-
ilton, head of the 9/11 Commission. Also 
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